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As an advocate for tens of thousands of
women business owners across the country,
the AWBC applauds your vision and leader-
ship in helping to ensure that these critical
SBA programs continue to serve the entre-
preneurial and credit needs of the American
people.

We look forward to working with you in
the months ahead to ensure the passage of
this amendment.

Thank you very much for your ongoing
support.

Sincerely,
AGNES NOONAN,
Chair, AWBC Policy Committee, Executive
Director.
THE ASSOCIATION OF WOMEN’S
BUSINESS CENTER,
Boston, MA, April 5, 2001.
Hon. JOHN F. KERRY,
U.S. Senate,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SENATOR KERRY: As the President of
the Association of Women’s Business Centers
(AWBC), I am writing on behalf of the 80+
Women’s Business Centers who have been
funded by the Small Business Administra-
tion’s Office of Women’s Business Ownership.
We write to support your amendment #183 to
increase funding for the SBA programs and,
in particular, to fund the Women’s Business
Center Program at $13.7 million.

The President’s budget only provides level
funding of $12 million for the WBC program,
which is inadequate at this time as women
are continuing to start two-thirds of all new
businesses. Clearly, we need an increase in
funding at this time to continue to ensure
that we are keeping pace with this fast
growth and providing services to as many
women business owners as possible.

Thank you very much for your continued
support and advocacy on our behalf.

Sincerely,
ANDREA C. SILBERT,
President, AWBC, and CEO Center for Women
& Enterprise.
HoOUSTON, TX,
April 5, 2001.
Senator JOHN KERRY,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SENATOR KERRY: Since I work with
small business owners every day to help
them obtain the financing they require to
start a new business, acquire a business or
expand an existing business, I wanted you to
know that I strongly support you and your
efforts regarding Amendment 183.

Thank you for your continued good work.

Sincerely,
CHAIRMAN ROSALES.

——
TAIWAN ARMS SALE

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, the
Administration recently informed Con-
gress of its arms sales package to Tai-
wan. Having long followed political de-
velopments both in Taiwan and the
People’s Republic of China, PRC, and
having visited both sides of the Strait,
I wanted to make a few brief com-
ments.

First, weapon systems and military
hardware aside, the political message
transmitted to Taipei through the
sales is that America’s commitment to
Taiwan remains steadfast and strong.
This is an appropriate message deliv-
ered in a timely manner by the new
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Administration and with the encour-
agement and support of Congress.

Second, the package generally re-
flects a balanced approach to Taiwan’s
defensive needs, particularly on and
under the sea. While the Arleigh
Burke-class destroyers equipped with
the Aegis radar system are not part of
this year’s sale, and would not be oper-
ational until 2010, the Administration
has left open the option to pursue
Aegis-equipped destroyers at a future
date. Aegis is still on the table. Amer-
ica has bolstered Taiwan’s defensive
capabilities through Kidd-class de-
stroyers, P-3 aircraft, submarines, and
other weapons, and has deferred deci-
sions on other sales, such as tanks and
helicopters, pending a review of Tai-
wan’s ground forces needs.

Finally, the PRC must understand
that its continued buildup of short-
range ballistic missiles opposite Tai-
wan and aggressive modernization of
its military for offensive purposes will
all but guarantee the future sale of
Aegis-equipped destroyers, or other
technologically advanced weapons Sys-
tem. If the Mainland is serious in want-
ing a peaceful resolution of differences
with Taiwan, senior military and civil-
ian leaders must accept America’s obli-
gations under the Taiwan Relations
Act to provide ‘‘defense articles and de-
fense services in such quantity as may
be necessary to enable Taiwan to main-
tain a sufficient self-defense capa-
bility.”

Simply put, every Chinese offensive
military action will have a Taiwan-
U.S. defensive reaction. Beijing can
make clear its intentions by imme-
diately renouncing the option to use
force against Taiwan, and by reducing
its military deployments across the
Strait.

I intend to continue to follow polit-
ical and military developments not
just in Taiwan and the PRC but
throughout the region. I urge Beijing
and Taipei to continue dialogue as the
means of resolving their differences.

——
ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I want to
speak today in order to commemorate
the Armenian Genocide. As you know,
today marks the 86th anniversary of
this tragic occurrence. It is important
that we take time to remember and
honor the victims, and pay respect to
the survivors that are still with us.

April 24th marks the inception of
brutal genocidal campaign to eliminate
Armenians from the Turkish Ottoman
Empire. From the period of 1915-1923,
approximately one and a half million
Armenians perished under the rule of
the Turkish Ottoman Empire. During
this horrific period, the Armenian peo-
ple fell victim to deportation, conscrip-
tion, torture, starvation and murder.

The Armenian genocide was the re-
sult of a consciously orchestrated gov-
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ernment plan. The German Chancellor
to the Ottoman Empire, Count Wolff-
Metternich, stated at the time that,
“In its attempt to carry out its purpose
to resolve the Armenian question by
the destruction of the Armenian race,
the Turkish government has refused to
be deterred neither by our representa-
tions, nor by those of the American
Embassy, nor by the delegate of the
Pope . . .”

In a century filled with loss and
bloodshed, the Armenian Genocide
marked the first effort of the century
to systematically eliminate an entire
people. Unfortunately, the world did
not learn from this massacre, and the
past 86 years have been stained by re-
minders that there are those who will
stop at no means to spread their agen-
das of hate and intolerance.

Nobel Laureate writer Elie Wiesel
has said that the denial of genocide
constitutes a ‘‘double killing” for it
seeks to rewrite history by absolving
the perpetrators of violence while ig-
noring the suffering of the victims. We
must acknowledge the horrors per-
petrated against the Armenian people
to preserve the memory of the victims
and to remind the world that we can-
not and will not forget these crimes
against humanity. However, it is not
enough to simply remember those who
have perished. We must speak out
against such tragedies, and dedicate
ourselves to ensuring that evils such as
the Armenian Genocide are not revis-
ited on our planet. This is the highest
tribute we can pay to the victims of
any genocide.

The Armenian people have preserved
their culture, faith and identity for
over a thousand years. In the last cen-
tury alone, the Armenian people with-
stood the horrors of two World Wars
and several decades of Soviet domi-
nance in order to establish modern Ar-
menia. I hope all my Senate colleagues
will join me in honoring and remem-
bering the victims of the Armenian
Genocide.

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, today
marks the 86th anniversary of the be-
ginning of one the great human trage-
dies of history, the Armenian genocide.
Between 1915-1923 as many as 1.5 mil-
lion Armenians were systematically
murdered by the Ottoman Empire and
hundreds of thousands more were
forced to flee their homeland. These
Armenians were victims of a policy in-
tended to isolate, exile and even extin-
guish the Armenian population.

Although nearly a century has passed
since this tragedy occurred, we must
not wipe it from our consciousness and
let it become the forgotten past. Rath-
er, we must continually learn from
mistakes of the past so that they are
not repeated again and again in the fu-
ture. Recent history in Bosnia, Rwanda
and Kosovo tells us that systematic
brutality, that the attempt to wipe out
an entire population because of its eth-
nicity, is still possible. The atrocities
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